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LIT 360 DRAMA --  Fall 2017
Instructor:  Michele Rittenhouse Email: (best way)  rittenhouse@njit.edu Phone:  973-596-3607
Office Hours Walk in policy, but by appointment is best.  Mostly available Tuesday 11-5, Wed (sometimes) 2:30-4:00, or Thurs 10:30-12:00.
Office:  NJIT 
Campus,              
133 Kupfrian Hall
Directions from Bradley Hall, go out front door, take a LEFT and walk UP HILL on Warren Street 
to first street, where the traffic cop is, and take a RIGHT onto Summit Street, walk toward clock 
tower on NJIT campus.  On LEFT is a loading dock 99 Summit Street,  that's Kupfrian Hall.  My 
office is located downstairs practically under the loading dock.  Room 133.
Course 
Prerequisites: HUM 101, 102, 2XX
Course 
Description:
Exploration of the literary craft of distinguished plays by Pulitzer Prize authors.  From the page to 
the stage; researching the socio-economics of the story development, the journey of the author to 
that point, production history, and student exploration in bringing the play to the stage in short 
performances.  There will be research and impression essays, oral reports, performance 
presentations, and attendance to three plays over the semester.
Honor Code:
You must comply with the Rutgers-Newark and NJIT honor codes at all times.  If you are caught 
plagiarizing, then you will be reported to the Dean's office.  If you have questions about how to 




Read, discuss, report, analyse, perform excerpts, and write short essays on theme and relevance 
on each of the plays assigned in class.  Attend three theatre performances, one on-campus, two 
NYC professional productions, and a STEAM seminar on how Art intersect with Science and 
Technology.  
Course Outcome:
Able to read and visualize a work of drama.  Become well versed in critical thinking using 
character and story as a tool to identify resilience in the socio-economics of today.   Finding a 
humanitarian connection to ethnicities, cultures, races, or religions other than one's own.    
What is expected 
of you:
Attendance is mandatory, you will be graded.  Read, discuss, perform, and present oral reports 
on plays assigned in class.  Two essays, two written reports on NY Shows, one campus 
production and a STEAM Seminar.  NOTE:  ALL RUTGERS STUDENTS need to get an NJIT 
UCID and PASSWORD to access MOODLE.  https://newaccount.njit.edu/~accts/cgi-bin/new 
Making up work: If a student has a note from the Dean of Students stating there was a valid reason for missing class and/or assignments, then an appropriate schedule to make up work will be done.
Expected 
Expenses:
No textbook:   Since the plays are individual (not in a collection) and you have to purchase them 
separately, if you choose, then I am giving you a head's up so you might want to do one of the 
following things:
1)  Order a used copy from Amazon.com
2)  Partner with another student in the class, or two, on first day and share the purchased play.
3)  There will be a deposit copy of the play at the NJIT Library to read there.
4)  There will be a copy of the play at the NJIT Library that you can take out.                                                              
5)  I may have a copy of the play in my office to borrow, not guaranteed. 
List of Plays:
 'night, Mother by Marsha Mason, The Piano Lesson by August Wilson, Anna in the Tropics by 
Nilo Cruz, Sweat by Lynn Nottage, Water by the Spoonful by Quiara Alegria Hudes, Between 
Riverside and Crazy by Stephen Adly Guirgis.  There are other plays on deposit for special credit 
and missed productions.
Campus Events
1)  STEAM SEMINAR:     FREE October 11, 2017, Jim Wise Theatre, Kupfrian Hall NJIT
2)  Neighborhood 3: Requisition of Doom 
by Jennifer Haley November 9-11, 2017 at 7pm, November 12, 2017 at 2:30pm
Description: Addiction to online horror video 
game.  $15 
November 16-19, 2017 at 7pm, November 19, 2017 at 2:30pm  HONORS 
COLLOQUIUM Thursday night of this week.
Bradley Hall Theatre, RU-N Campus, 3rd Floor
Two professional shows to see from 
Playwrights Horizon Theatre:                                                                              
Go to website and apply for 
membership with student ID 
$15 for all shows
http://www.playwrightshorizons.org/tickets-
packages/students/
Playwrights Horizon 416 W 42nd St, New 
York, NY 10036 https://www.playwrightshorizons.org/
Book your tickets in advance for these two shows (get your student membership). Discussion and papers are due the week after 
the show closes.  (For Peter Pan on her 70th birthday:  August 18, 2017 – October 01, 2017.                                                                              
The Treasurer September 06, 2017 – October 22, 2017.
Percentage Breakdown
5 Attendance Mandatory
There are six groups.                                                      
One group will be assigned one of the six plays 
for the semester for: oral reports and 
performance.                                                               
One group will be assigned for one of the plays to 
write a researched essay.    
20 Quizzes On 6 plays (averaged)
10 Oral Report Only group assigned that week
5 Performance Only group assigned that week
10 Essay w/research Only group assigned that week
7.5 NY Show 1 paper All
7.5 NY Show 2 paper All
7.5 Campus show paper All
7.5 STEAM exercise All
There are six groups.                                                      
One group will be assigned one of the six plays 
for the semester for: oral reports and 
performance.                                                               
One group will be assigned for one of the plays to 
write a researched essay.    
20 Final Exam All
100 Final Grade
DATE TIME DUE IN CLASS ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEXT CLASS
Wed Sep 6 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Intro w/handouts THE TREASURER and PETER PAN ON HER 
70TH BIRTHDAY,  PHT 
Mon Sep 11 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Play reading and intro Course Expectations
Wed Sep 13 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Group Breakouts *READ:  'night, Mother by Marsha Mason 
(play 1)                                                                
Mon Sep 18 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 1 *Prepare for Quiz
Wed Sep 20 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 1 *g1 choose and prepare Oral Report Topics
Mon Sep 25 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g1 *g6 Rehearse for script presentation
Wed Sep 27 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Performance/Discussion g6
*READ:  The Piano Lesson by August Wilson 
(play 2)                                                                                   
*g3 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT
Mon Oct 2 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 2 and Peter Pan
*Prepare for Quiz                                          
*essay on PETER PAN ON HER 70TH 
BIRTHDAY,  PHT  deadline midnight 
Thursday.
Wed Oct 4 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 2 *g2 choose and prepare Oral Report Topics
Mon Oct 9 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g2 *g5 Rehearse for script presentation
Wed Oct 11 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: 
Performance/Discussion  g5
*READ: Anna in the Tropics by Nilo Cruz 
(play 3)                                                                      
*ATTEND: STEAM SEMINAR (2:30 JWT                                                                 
*g4 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT                                             *Prepare 
for discussion on The Treasurer
Mon Oct 16 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 3 
*Prepare for Quiz                                          
*essay on The Treasurer,  PHT  deadline 
midnight Thursday.
Wed Oct 18 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 3 *g3 choose and prepare Oral Report Topics                                                           
Mon Oct 23 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g3 *g4 Rehearse for script presentation
DATE TIME DUE IN CLASS ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEXT CLASS
Wed Oct 25 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Performance/Discussion g4 
*Read:  Sweat by Lynn Nottage (play 4)                                                           
*g5 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT
Mon Oct 30 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 4 *Prepare for Quiz                                          
Wed Nov 1 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 4 *g4 choose and prepare Oral Report Topics
Mon Nov 6 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g4 *g3 Rehearse for script presentation
Wed Nov 8 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Performance/Discussion g3 
*READ:  Water by the Spoonful by Quiara 
Alegría Hudes  (play 5)                                                        
*g6 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT
Mon Nov 13 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 5 *Prepare for Quiz 
Wed Nov 15 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 5 
*g5 choose and prepare Oral Report Topics 
AND PREPARE FOR g2 performances (short 
week coming up)                                              
*Prepare to discuss Campus Show
Mon Nov 20 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g5     and Performance g2
READ:  Between Riverside and Crazy by 
Stephen Adly Guirgis (play 6)                                                                   
*g1 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT
Wed Nov 22 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Friday Schedule 
Mon Nov 27 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Discuss play 6 *Prepare for Quiz
Wed Nov 29 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Quiz on play 6 *g6 prepare for Oral Reports
Mon Dec 4 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Oral Reports g6 *g1 Rehearse for script presentation
Wed Dec 6 1:00pm – 2:20pm
 LIT: 
Performance/Discussion   
g1 
*g2 ESSAY DEADLINE THURSDAY AT 
MIDNIGHT
Mon Dec 11 2:30pm – 3:50pm  LIT: Set up group Game 
Show 
*Prepare for Game Show
Wed Dec 13 1:00pm – 2:20pm  LIT: Game Show *Prepare for Final TBD
TBD Final Exam Based on Game Show questions and notes 
from Oral Reports.
Assignment Chart for Groups  (please note your deadlines in the assignment sheet)
Play Oral Performance Essay
 'night, Mother by 
Marsha Mason
G1 G6 G3
The Piano Lesson 
by August Wilson
G2 G5 G4
Anna in the 
Tropics by Nilo 
Cruz
G3 G4 G5
Sweat by Lynn 
Nottage
G4 G3 G6







Crazy by Stephen 
Adly Guirgis
G6 G1 G2
Names  (write in your group names & contacts)
Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Group 5
Group 6
